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and throb. Here and there the stream forces the traveller 
against a bluff and he must either ford it or pierce the tangled 
undergrowth of the bush. The Carrington hut (named after 
a youth who had done much work of exploration in the district 
and lost his life in a daring attempt to canoe down the gorge) 
is situated at the edge of the bush just short of the junction 
of the two head streams, which have their source in small 
glaciers. They are mountain torrents, up whose stony beds 
one forces a laborious way with repeated crossings. On the 
one fine day allotted to us we chose the left-hand branch, 
called the White River, and climbed the mountain at its head, 
now known as Mt. Murchison (7810 ft.), the highest of the 
group. The tracks of many deer were visible along the creek
bed, and at the point where we reached the snows were so 
numerous as to suggest a jousting-arena or a parliament-hall; 
yet the beasts themselves kept studiously out of view. Mt. 
Cook, however, was not so shy ; once again its giant bulk 
loomed up across 70 miles of space, its ice-cap gleaming sky
wards. This was my last ascent : six weeks of labour had 
given me five peaks. It was a bad season, even for N.Z., but 
I can congratulate myself on having extended my knowledge 
of the Southern Alps to some of its extremities. 

SoME CLIMBS IN KoREA. 

BY C. H. ARCHER. 

FEEL that it needs no little courage to write an article 
about Korea for the ALPINE JouRNAL. Though Korea is a 

land of mountains, only a small proportion of its ranges present 
any problems to the mountaineer: and from the point of 
view of height they are, especially by Asiatic standards, in
significant. The highest summit in the country is a mountain 
-9000 ft. in height on the Manchurian border, called by the 
Manchus Chang-pai-shan (Long White Mountain) and by the 
Koreans Faik-tu-san (White Topped Mountain). The Japanese 
call it indifferently Long White Mountain (Cho-haku-san) and 
White Topped Mountain (Haku-to-san). It was ascended with
out difficulty by Sir Francis Younghusband and Mr. H. E. M. 
James, as long ago as 1886. It only remains to be added 
that the majority of the mountains with which this article is 
·concerned are well under half the height of Chang-pai-shan . 

. 



104 Some Climbs in Korea. 

Yet while it is true that Korea offers no scope for ' greater 
mountaineering,' its mountains certainly deserve more attention 
than they have yet received. There are, in several parts of 
the country, very fine rock mountains of from 2000 to 6000 ft., 
presenting difficult climbing of a highly distinctive type ; and, 
if the heights are not great, this deficiency is fairly made up 
by the interest of pioneering on mountains whose easiest 
routes afford arduous scrambling, demanding both ingenuity and 
skill, and which have barely begun to attract the attention of 
the serious mountaineer. 

The best-known group in Korea is the Diamond Mountains 
situated about the middle of the N.E. coast. These comprise 
an .area about ten miles square, with summits ranging up to 
5500 ft. They enjoy a considerable reputation for scenic 
beauty in the Far East ; they are now easy of access and 
are largely visited, mainly by Japanese and Koreans: but the 
ordinary visitor confines himself to a few standard walks. 
These are magnificent of their kind, and the district is well 
worth visiting for them alone, but they afford nothing more 
formidable than easy scrambles amid glorious surroundings. 
Once the paths are left, the position is very different. The 
climber has the mountainside to himself; and apart from the 
assistance of coolies with a rough idea of the best approaches 
to the rocks, who will carry his kit so long as no serious climbing 
is encountered, he is thrown entirely on his own resources. 
To him the ridges nearest the coast are to be recommended. 
Here huge slabs of smooth granite will tax his ingenuity to the 
utmost. Shusenho (4450 ft.) in particular has several summits, 
each one of which will provide a magnificent day's work by 
itself. The inland ranges of this group are unsatisfactory for 
climbs, owing to excessive undergrowth. 

But it is not necessary to go farther than the immediate 
surroundings of Seoul, the capital of Korea, to find climbs 
fully equal in quality to those of the Diamond Mountains, 
though even less in height. Five miles to the N. of the 
city lies Puk-han, the 'Northern Fortress,' an amphitheatre 
of mountains with stone walls built here and there along the 
crests, designed as a refuge in times of trouble by the old kings 
of Korea. This culminates at its northern end in four 
magnificent peaks. The highest, Hakuundai (2900 ft.), is 
indeed easily ascended by one route, where a staircase
complete with iron banisters has been carved out of the 
living rock ; a little lower than Hakuundai and far finer in 
aspect is Insupong (2800 ft.), a magnificent peak shaped like 
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Columbus's egg, and generally deemed impregnable until a few 
years ago. Of the same height is Bankeidai, a serrated edge 
with three main summits of which the highest pair are to the 
best of my belief unascended still. 

Another five miles to the N. of these lies Manj oho (2000 ft.), 
a gigantic tooth offering several routes, not one of which is 
easy, while between Manjoho and Pukhan, and lowest but 
perhaps most interesting of all, lies ' Goho,' the Cinque Fratri 
of Korea, five rocky summits in a row, two of them crowned 
with huge, cube-shaped monoliths, which assuredly have never 
yet felt the foot of man. 

The general characteristics of all the Korean rock mountains 
are similar. They are of rather old granite. Their lower 
slopes were once clothed in forest, but have now, except in 
a few sacred districts such as the Diamond Mountains, or in 
the very wild and sparsely inhabited highlands of the north, 
been denuded of their vegetation and their soil by the quest 
for fuel. On the approaches, therefore, the path lies often over 
powdered or flaky rocks, but once these are passed the more 
difficult crags are as firm as any climber could desire. The 
southern faces consist of huge slabs with very few surface holds 
and only very occasional cracks. Most of the latter, even 
when practicable for some distance, generally peter out haJf
way up the slab. On southern faces, therefore, routes are few, 
but those that there are afford splendid climbing of a clean and 
delightful kind. The northern faces also have a high per
centage of quite impracticable slabs, but faults are more frequent, 
and in the cracks a few hardy trees, secured by their position 
from the ravages of the fuel-hunter, maintain themselves, 
often, be it said, without any visible means of support. It 
will be clear that to some extent these trees assist progress 
in that they afford a number of safe holds, but they also are 
a source of difficulty and danger, since the soil and fungoid 
growths which they collect lodge in the cracks and prevent 
secure holds on the firm rock underneath. 

A little experience· of these conditions soon convinced me 
that safety and efficiency alike required a special technique~
the more so as on early expeditions I was unable to find any 
companion experienced in the use of the rope. An ice-axe 
was of some assistance, frequently getting a hold in patches of 
soil where the hand by itself was useless ; but the ice-axe alone 
was insufficient, since such earth-holds are treacherous and 
sometimes give out with no warning. Sometimes too, owing 
to lack of any crack running all the way up a face, progress 
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depended on being able to traverse from one crack to another, 
which though maybe only a dozen feet away, would be separated 
from the first by perfectly smooth slab with no trace of a hold. 

Photo , C. H . A rcher.] 

ON N. FACE OF MA.NJOHO. 

It was therefore clearly desirable to make greater use of the 
firm trees to render possible the passage of the treacherous earth 
or the perfectly smooth slab between the cracks; and in a 
country where the bamboo is in general use for almost every 
purpose, a method soon suggested itself. It only needed 
a thin bamboo pole, about 15 ft. long weighing less than 
half the weight of an ice-axe a large iron hook lightly lashed 
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to the end of the pole, and a climbing rope secured to an eye 
at the base of the hook, and behold an arm, with an iron hand, 
capable of reaching out and making fast the rope to any tree 
within a distance of, say, 20 ft. ! 

I can well imagine the indignation and horror which this 
device will evoke. It is not needed in the greater mountains ; 
why should it be needed in Korea ? To such objections I 
would only plead the peculiar conditions in Korea, including 
the lack of experienced companions. If it be urged that such 
a device is unsportsmanlike, I would reply that mountains 
which are true mountains can afford to allow the climber use 
of any equipment that· he can easily carry himself. It is only 
on the easy sugar-loaves that a code of rules is needed to prevent 
the game from being too simple. If it be urged that · such a 
device must make climbing too easy, I reply that the Korean 
mountains, whatever portable equipment be used, offer grades 
of difficulty up to impossibility. A 15·ft. arm by no means 
makes cJimbing everywhere in these mountains possible. The 
most it does is to make routes feasible that would be impossible 
without it. 

Incidentally, where brushwood is fairly frequent, the ortho
dox manner of using the rope is, in my opinion, inefficient 
and tiring. On many northern faces in Korea patches of very 
obstructive undergrowth alternate with the interesting, open 
sections. In these places, to have to pass every obstruction 
to the play of the rope by precisely the same route as one's 
predecessor, perhaps a person of very different build, is a trial 
which will induce bad temper in the most patient man alive. 
With the rope made fast to the hook only, a~d the hook fast 
to a tree or bush above, the climbers are able to release 
• 

and change their holds at will, and this nuisance vanishes. 
A single turn of the rope round arm or body, without the tying 
of any knot, gives amply sufficient security, when one is con
cerned only to secure oneself, and the hook at the head of the 
rope secures the general safety of the party. On descents, of 
course, the pole is not required ; it can be brought down or 
discarded according to circumstances. The use of the doubled 
rope on the same trees as supported the hook during the ascent 
clearly precludes any risk of .. ~one's being unable to retrace 
one's steps. 

Nor is a device of this nature completely new. Mr. S. Mat
sukata's article on the Eiger and Hornli, 'A.J.' 42, 252-259, 
contains a somewhat cryptic reference to a ' long pole of 
5! metres with special arrangement on both ends.' And 
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long before this the father of us all wrote, in the fifth chapter 
of ' Scrambles amongst the Alps,' the following passage, 
which I beg leave to quote. 

' Solitary scrambling over a pretty wide area had shown me 
that a single individual is subjected to many difficulties which 
do not trouble a party of two or three men, and that the dis
advantages of being alone are more felt while descending than 
during the ascent. In order to neutralise these inconveniences, 
I devised two little appliances, which were now brought into 
use for the first time. One was a claw a kind of grapnel
about five inches long, made of shear steel, one-fifth of an inch 
thick. This was of use in difficult places, where there was no 
hold within arm's length, but where there were cracks or ledges 
some distance higher. The claw could be stuck on the end of 
the alpenstock and dropped into sucl1 places, or, on extreme 
occasions, flung up until it attached itself to something. The 
edges that laid hold of the rock were serrated, which tended to 
make thern catch more readily; the other end had a ring to 
which a rope was fastened.' 

I may add that I did not know about Whymper's device 
until long after I had evolved my own. 

So much for theory : let us attempt the ascent of Manjoho. 
Half-an-hour's motor drive from Seoul and 1!-hours' walk 
bring us to the foot of the rocks. The summit of Manjoho 
forms a tooth on a ridge running E. and W. : but impregnable 
cliffs on the extremities of the tooth prevent any ascent from 
the ridge itself. The S. face of the tooth and of the ridge below 
it together form a precipice of 300 ft., and in this a single 
chimney offers a route. The visit to Korea of an experienced 
climbing companion, Mr. H. A. Macrae, of His Majesty's 
Embassy in Tokyo, made it possible for me to essay this route 
last April. The crux is the central section of the chimney, 
50 ft.long, which is wide enough to admit a thin man, but allows 
little room for movement of body or limbs This passage is 
most arduous, and no opportunity must be lost of pausing to 
conserve one's strength. The rest of the ascent is easy. The 
whole 300 ft. took 1! hours. Though the average angle is 
around 75°, this is probably the easiest route to the summit of 
Manjoho, and I believe it to be the only route by which climbers, 
other than Macrae and myself, and two Japanese friends, have 
ascended the mountain. 

Six months later, a further visit from Macrae enabled me to 
attempt the N. face of 1\tlanjoho. This consists of a rock wall 
about 900 ft. high which, on an average, is as steep as the 
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S. face, and in its lower half even steeper. The route is shown 
on the illustration entitled ' Manjoho N. face.' 

The first section lies up the chimney in shadow, and was 
reasonably easy with the bamboo pole and hook. But after 
250 ft. (at point A) the tree-holds vanished. Separated 
from us, however, by about 6 ft. of thin vegetation and by a 
smooth vertical slab about 18 ft. wide, we saw (at point B) 
at a total distance of about 25 ft., a substantial tree above 
which progress seemed likely to be fairly easy. By edging 
out on a doubled rope 'vith the aid of somewhat flimsy 
shrubs, I was just able to hook the tree. It was then a straight
forward matter to swing downwards acros.s the void by using 
the rope from the hook, and, for safety, a second rope from 
a tree at the head of the deserted chimney. Our expectations 
of easy progress thereafter, however, turned out to be premature. 
For 100 ft. all was simple, but then we came to a great fork 
(C). Continuing up to the right we found ourselves entering 
a very long exposed chimney, which we abandoned on finding 
that it was too wide to afford purchase to any but a giant. We 
therefore descended again to the fork and with great expendi
ture of time and energy explored three routes to the left, each 
of which proved a blind alley. We feared we must abandon 
the climb when Macrae espied a narrow crack diverging to the 
left from half-way up the wide chimney above mentioned. 
Retracing our original route, we found that this, though very 
narrow and almost vertical, offered a sound route with the 
hook to the point D. From here an attempt to continue 
in a vertical line ended again in a cul-de-sac, but after dropping 
slightly down left from D we were able to reach a point 
from which a zigzag progress was fairly easy to the point E. 
Above E it is possible either to ascend the main peak, 
Manjoho, or traverse along to the lower, eastern summit of 
Sennintai. Both routes contain difficult steps, especially that 
on Manjoho above the le.dge F, where the rocks tend to be 
damp and slippery at all times of the year. 

The difficulty of this ascent, the first as far as I can discover 
-ever made on the main N. face of Manjoho, is indicated by 
the time required. It took 7 hours from the foot of the rocks 
to the summit. If we deduct 2 hours for culs-de-sac, 1 hour 
for lunch and rest, and t hour for photography, this still 
leaves more than 3 hours for an ascent of 900 ft. It 
is evident therefore, that, even with pole and hook, the work 
was hard. Without these aids, or some other device for 
hitching a rope at a distance, the traverse AB would be 
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impossible, and an attempt to ascend the crack from C to D 
would be foolhardy in the extreme. 

Let us now turn to the Cinque Fratri. These are, as I have 
said, but 2000 ft. high: they are less accessible than Duk-han 
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or Manjoho, and my first acquaintance with them was an 
attempt to traverse from the N. at the end of an already 
longish day. The right-hand bald summit presented no 
difficulty, and its neighbour B also yielded to the first 
assault. 0 was another story. The platform vvas easily 
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reached, but my companion on this occasion a Japanese 
friend did not care to accompany me in an attack on the 
trifurcated summit rock by the only possible route, a chimney 
on the N.W. side. We found ourselves separated by a fairly 
high precipice from the saddle between 0 and D, and as it 
was late I abandoned the attempt. 

It was some months before I again visited the Cinque Fratri, 
this time with Macrae on the day following the conquest of the 
N. face of Manjoho. We selected first the left-hand summit, 
E, attacking it from the saddle on its right. 

A reconnaissance showed that the only possible route from 
this side was a chimney of 25 ft., rendered difficult by a very 
narrow neck half-way up, approached bet-vveen smooth con
verging walls like an inverted funnel. Nothing served here 
but strenuous and sustained back and leg work, and after a 
preliminary failure by me, 1'Iacrae at length passed the neck. 
After this, progress to the summit was relatively easy. The 
cubical monolith on the summit we perforce left alone. About 
25 ft. high, it is only approachable on t\¥0 sides, and these are 
quite smooth with a slight overhang. 

Returning to the saddle between E and D, we next assayed 
the ascent of D. FromE we had seen half-way up the S. face 
of D a terrace, from the right-han d end of which it seemed 
that an easy fault with trees would bring us out on the summit 
platform. But the terrace, if approachable at all, could only 
be reached from its left end. Its whole length must therefore 
be traversed ; but it -vvas smooth and it sloped downwards to 
the precipice below it at an angle \¥hich from the summit of 
E had looked most alarming. I thought that the perspective 
had magnified the angle, but Macrae, tired from his struggle 
in the chimney, vvas less optimistic. First of all, hovvever, 
could we approach the terrace itself ? Initial progress was 
easy through a natural rock tunnel to a point about 30 ft. 
below the left end of the terrace. From here a chimney, which 
widened as it ascended, but which fortunately held a couple 
of large chockstones led us up 15 ft. From the upper chock
stone it proved just possible to reach a narrow ledge higher 
up on the chimney wall but still about 10 ft. below the left 
end o£ the terrace, and separated from it by smooth and nearly 
vertical rock. The chirm1ey, useful so far, had at this height 
increased to a width of about 8 ft., and though it -vvas possible 
from the narrow ledge to reach with the hook a small and 
wizened tree on the end of the terrace, this seemed too flimsy 
to trust as a support for one's whole -vveight. Thinking 
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discretion the better part of valour, we desisted; but I had an 
inspiration which caused me to leave our bamboo pole behind 
at the foot of the chimney. 

The next day we revisited D. We spent about 4 hours 
on an unsuccessful attempt from the saddle between D and 0, 
but finally returned to our original route and reached our 
furthest point of the previous day at 3.30 P.M. We had brought 
a second bamboo, and with this and the one left behind the 
day before, I proceeded to put my plan into execution. On 
the narrow ledge there was no room for Macrae beside me, but 
I was able to wedge the ice-axe handle downwards so that it 
gave me a step up. Hooking the dubious tree at the end of the 
terrace, I pressed the butt end of the second pole against the 
opposite side of the chimney, 8 ft. away. I thus had two 
supports, neither of which I wholly trusted, but which should 
with reasonable care be adequate between them. The plan 
worked. A light push on the second pole gave just the extra 
purchase needed to pass the point of danger, and a few moments 
later I stood on the terrace. The angle of this proved by no 
means excessive, and from its far end the climb to the summit 
platform, though harder than it looked, was achieved according 
to plan. The summit boulder proved even more hopeless 
than that of E ; we found it a smooth cube-shaped monolith, 
deeply undercut all round the base. I was later able to calcu
late its height with certainty from 0 at not less than 40 ft. 
After a brief pause, we hurried down by the way we had come, 
passing the difficult step below the end of the terrace by using 
a doubled rope through a rope ring round two small trees and 
a boulder. 

I had now achieved all that I believed to be possible, without 
a ladder, on all the summits except C. Macrae having returned 
to Tokyo, I was again handicapped by the lack of a climbing 
companion, but the problem was a matter of 50 ft. only, and 
I thought I saw a method. Bringing an unskilled porter with 
two poles to the platform below the trifurcated summit of 0, 
I left him there to watch my antics. The chimney on the 
N.W. side, which I have already mentioned, was not unduly 
difficult up to a point, but the exit from it was exposed and 
dangerous by ordinary methods for one man alone. I there .. 
fore repeated the manmuvre by which I had reached the end 
of the terrace on D. I was able to catch the hook in a crevice 
at the top of the chimney, but I could not see whether it was 
firmly held. I therefore used the second po1e to push against 
the other side of the chimney. After a few awkward steps I 
stood on the summit, a single piece of rock, this time with no 
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higher monolith to mock my efforts. For the descent I fixed 
a rope ring r_ound a slight bulge forming the highest point, 
and double-roped first into the chimney, and finally all the 
way down to the platform. For two competent climbers this 
summit would be easy enough with no equipment other than 
a short rope, but for one it is a problem re~quiring great care. 
One is justified in tackling it alone because one can bring a 
spectator to the platform immediately below. 

In conclusion I would urgently advise mountaineers who 
may be passing through the Far East to include a visit to 
Korea. Seoul is but 36 hours by rail from the Japanese Ports 
and is on the main rail route from Peking to Japan. By the 
air route it is less than a day's journey from Japan to Korea. 
From Seoul to the Outer Diamond Mountains is only another 
20 hours. The intermediate seasons, April-mid-June and 
September-October, are the best. Heavy rains and heat 
impede the most interesting expeditions in summer and dis
organize communications, while in winter glazed rocks and 
extreme cold render northern faces impassable. Companions 
are the main problem, but, if I were given notice in advance, 
I might be able to mitigate this difficulty. Since the expedi
tions described, I have found in a Japanese resident of Seoul 
named Hayashi, a keen and capable rock-cHmber, who had 
done some pioneering among these peaks before I met him . 
. A.fter seven years in Japan and two in Korea, I can confidently 
assert that while the Japanese mountains are higher, those of 
Korea offer many more serious challenges to people who aspire 
to do something more than follow a well-established path : 
and so little climbing has as yet been accomplished in Korea 
that it rna y well be that the finest districts are still unrecognized. 

SoLITARY CLIMBS. 

BY THE LATE ROBERT PHILIP HOPE. 

[This paper, addressed to the Editor, 'A.J.,' was found among 
Mr. Hope's effects. It is published in a form as near the original 
as possible. The complete list works out at 47 climbs accomplished 
by the writer, alone.] 

HAD been to Switzerland three times as a child, but the last of 
these occasions was when I was 9 years old. So that on my 

next visit when I was 18 everything was' as good as new,' especially 
my first realization of the heights of the great mountains. This 
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